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SYDNEY'S MOST DANGEROUS WOMAN: ﬁﬁ"ﬂﬂ'f INASA JP. WHILE AWAITING TRIAL

ﬁmsm BEST, WHO CLAIMED MINISTER OF
CROWN AS FRIEND GAOLED FOR THEET

Vile Accusations against Police Inspector and Sergeant and White
Slavery Charges against her victin mark most sensational
criminal trial of the year

CHIEF CROWN WITNESS NEARLY BLOWN TO DEATH

NFRIDAY, February 4, at No. 1 Darlinghurst Courthouse, Philomena Mary H;f,-nf
ﬂﬂﬁmmhﬁm&mt,ﬂdfm(&dnw},mlm in as a JP, by Jndsil
Cohen, who congratulated her on her appointment. ~

THREE WEEKS LATER —on Friday, February 25—in No. 2 Court, Judge Eﬂwuil
sent the same Philomena Mary Best to prison for 12 months,

THE PREVIOUS morning, passing her at the rear of the Court, the same Ju&ge tlnf—
fed his hat to her. She was then in custody.

It is presumed it was a case of mistaken identitty. "
T IS A coincidence that the official who witnessed her signature to her two oaths

as & J.P. was the same who three weeks later asked her if she had anything to
say why sentence should not be passed on her.

ANOTHER STRANGE aspect of the case was that when Mrs, Best presented her-
self at Darlinghurst to be sworn in as a J.P,, she was then under committal for trial.
Moreover, she had been committed before the official publication of her elevation.
Place of her committal was Bpurke and the venue laid down was the Bourke Quarter
Sessions,

UDGE ARMSTRONG is the chalr-
man of those Heaslons. No Quarter | nath glrls wanted to go to Pourke
Sesslons Judgs s more popular with |45 work for Khan. "Ha decided on
Sydney lawyers whuse pracilce ls in | gigie, aged 19. The terms of the en-
the' Criminal Courts. Consequently, | gagements were arranged &t 38 Great
when It wan learned thet Mra. Best's | Ryckingham Bireet. Klsle was tp as-
lnwyer preferred & trial In Sydney be- | oip¢ |n Khan's stora at £1 a week and
fore another Judge, the uninformed | fer keep. Hhe went to Bourke with
wondered Why. Khan,

_ !'lm-l na w i Khan'a verslon of Mra, Beal's ap-

LEFT BOURKE BUDDENLY

pearance In Bourke was that she had
friends thers and, deciding to have
& hollday, asked Ehan, and received
from him, part of her train foars.
Mra. Bests l1‘.f.'rr{| was that Khan en-
gnged her for s brief period to help

lml\'-iwlr

Mry. Best lived at 38 Great Buck-
Ingham Street, Redfern, and kept o
residential. Prior to November lant,
two occupantis of the residential were
Eilsle and Evelyn Hicks, sisters, aged
19 and 16 years.

It was through these girls that Mre.
Best came Into touch with Namil
Khan.

The girls met Khan on November 1,
outslds 183 Ellzabeth Sireet, oppomite
Redfern Park. Khan was down from
Bourke on business, and put up with
fallow countrymen in the Indian and
Syrian “dlstrict,” which eoverlook
Redfern Park, a stone's throw fro
Mra. Best's residential.

LEFT BOURKE SUDDENLY
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him mark new stock at £4/15/- a weeak,
and she Epent a conmilderable portion
of her tima in Khan's store. Khan
gnld her pretence wan to sen that Elste
wis being treated all right.

Mru. Besat left Bourke suddenly. Hub-
sequently, at the Bourke Police Sta-
tion, and later at Darlinghurat, #gh.
explained heér sudden departiire. Bhe
endeavoured to pleture the elderly
Namut Khan e an "0Old Sultan," and
ralzed the gquestion of “White Elaver."

Mrs. Best stayed 10 daya in Bourke. |
Judged Ly the depletion of Khon's
stock, mhe had a busy time there.

Unknt'wn 1o Khan, ahe carried on an |
extensive porcel post trade Khan's |
stock was ecarried through the post,
nddressed to fctitlous persons, which
persons wérn veéry much alive, Hvelyn
Hicks got her wants supplled. Parcels
were addressed to the Paddlneton Post'
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i Hicks got her wants supplied. Parcels |
wers addressed to the Peddington Poat'

OfMee, the Redfern Post Office, the
rallway station, and the Paddingion
Police Btatlon, addressed to Flaln-
elothen Constable Hayes.,  Altogether,
Hayes recelved pevan parcela from
EBourka containing Khan's stolen goods,

On her oath, st Darlinghurst, Mra,

Bent lﬁn that Hayes ("Jim,” some-
timos - Albert
| eouain.

yes) waos her frst
AT QIVEN <

‘Khadl @la Aot awaked to whet had
Immﬁﬂﬂl laje Hicks m him
" ly. Ha milssed money ind stock,
and caused her to be arrested ot
Nyngan. Subsequently she appeared
before the magistrate at Bourke, and
was fAned £2 or 14 daye' imprisonment.

Folice at Bourks knew Khan ss &
decent, Iaw-abiding cltizen. They
urged Khan to give the girl & chanea.
He did. He pald bher fine, and re-
employed her.

Ehan, and others in Bourke, then
realised that Eilaie Hicks hnd been a
tool In the hands of Mre. Best. Her
lsttera to the girl from Bydney, in-
structing “ her what 1o steal from

—

Khan'as atock, set the police to work

On November 22, armed with =
search warrant, Palice Inspector
Linegar and Bergeant J, J. Lynch went
to 38 Grent Buckingham Street.  Mrm,
Best denied that any sgtolen property
wns on Lthe premisés, but she lied.
Hidden evervywhere wos Khan's stolen
BlOOK. The grealer portion of this
srock had been taken delivery of by
Conatable MHayes, mnd handed to the
womnn by him,

Mra. Best's arrest followed. From
Bydney she was remanded to Bourke.

There she arrived befoes the police
from Sydney. They got 1o Bourle
only to find that Mre. Best
had got Eisls under  ocontrol,
and it wam evidént from the nolss
made ot the Bourke Pollea Court that
Khon was in for & torrid time, and
;l:nt if the alleguilons mh“llﬂ:‘g
In were accepted & Jury w

men, hin Anish was '

¥ - a m. i - ‘.1

she

_eould

&et an
audienca pith . i

Bhe had indicated what rhs pro=-
posed doing with n when he stood
in the witness-boxt The suggestion
that the aged storekespar was n whits
slaver, and that shs had fed from him
when he hod mads overtures to her
wna enough to make ‘mn Oriental in
Whitse Australin shrink from the con-
B Uuences, :-

FLEW AT HIGHER GAME

But Mra, Best flew at higher game,
8he mads an agcusation againat In-
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Eut Mra, Hest flew at higher game,
8he mads an accusation agalnat In=
apector Linegar. Needlesa to remark,
the fact that a nasty accusation had
been made by & woman against &
police Inepecior was eagerly aeized by
i Sunday scavenger, which sald just
sufficient to placa the inapector in a
false light, even If the prurient, muck-
raking print had the decentcy to cons
vey Lo ita readera that the woman was
thoroughly discredited. The follow]
Bunday the same gutier-press fenty
a double-column photograph of Mrs.
Best, and her publlc statement that
shg had not been permitted (o tall
her story at the Inguiry,

As a matter of fact, no Investigs-
tion was made into the woman's sc-
cusation againet Inspector Linegar. It
WS UNNECENERTY.

What, however, waa dore was to
hold an Inquiry into the part played
by Constable Hayes. That Inguiry
eoncluded when Philomena Mary Best
was sentenced to 12 monthe" imprissan-
mant. Bhe sve her version then, and
a Jury disbelieved har.

“FRAME UP" THAT CRASHED

It was Hayes who now stood in jea-
pardy. Orlginaglly he had been
atatloned at Hedfern, and subseguent-
Iy he was transferred to Paddington,
He was regarded as a mmart pluin-
clothes man.

When the thinly-veiled necusation
of impropriety agialest  Linegar fell
fint, Bergeant Lynch, of No, 3 Station,
recelved ottentlon, A “frame-up”—an
wecuantion of corruption, coupling hie
miime with an Oxford Sireet business
mun—was trled op, It crashed. Bun
It révenled Hoyes as heving attempt-
ed the official assassination of the ser-
gonnt.

In the meantime Mrs, Best had been

sworn In a JP. A Hedfern police ser-
geant had certified her to be of good
character. He knew nothlng against
her,

Her Tuck was in In that respect.
Other police sergeants-at Hedfern knew
her—not a8 Philomena Mary Best, but
by snother name—a woman of shady
character and a fréequenter of Chiness
and Oriental dens In  Redfern, nand
Waterloo, nnd Botany., That ghe vialt-
gd Chincao ot Botany she admitted on
onth, Then she eald sha went on
business with her husband, The latter,

Iﬁl

however, wna absent from the trial.

Next move made Was tn SBEcure A
ehange of venun of the trial from
Bourke to Byvdney, It sounded resson-
ahle that whereas Mra, Hest and tha
witnessea far her defence realded in
Bydney, she should not be put to the
expengs of golng Lo Hourke for trlal,
The Crown sgrecd,

The truth of the matter Is Mrs. Beat
was fully aware that the “Whits Slav-
ery" charge could not be sustained in
Bourke, because aut west old Khan
had a decent reputation. A Sydney
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DOUrks, DECALUES ODUT WEBT old FPHhan i '
had a decent reputation. A Sydney
jury might mecopt it. A It happened, L

it did not.

Mre. Best'm Uriil was accordingly
Axed for Wedneaday, February £3, Mrs, NAMUT KHAN
Best knew |t. So did Haveos, .

Namut Khan, at Bourke, was ad-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) PHILOMENA BEST,
i B I WHO CLAIMED

as chief Crown witness againet

Bout, . lareifis Rustasien: seoyered MINISTER OF CROWN

eral other Indiana were slesping.

Enormous damage was dona to As
this and over a dozen propertiea In FR]END
ths viqlniip but strangely emcugh || -
neither Khan mnor any other Ins

mate of the house In which hg was

sleeping, wen injured] (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
Police ars inguiring,

viggill to come to Bydney. He arrived
early on  Tuesdoy morning, BSergt
Lyoeh met him. Khan was taken to
itlie home of & eounteyman at 183 Eliza-
heth Btraot, Tedfern.

A man and a woman saw Khan ar-
rive nt Bydney atation and saw Lynoh
micel hlm., lmmedintely the man and
woman made a  huorried departure
However; Khan's whercaBbouts became
lemoswn,

Enrly on Wednesday marning a gel-
ignite exploslon touk place ot Elizas

beth Btreet. It wos in front of this
ghop thot carly lost Novemher Elsis
and Evelyn Hileks met Nomut Khan,

Where Mrs, Heat rosided, 38 Gremt
Buckinghnm Strecd, la just acrons the
park.

That the [dea wnr to blow Namuat
Khnn to eternlty thers cannot be the
dllahitont doukd,

Inspector Tionegar survived the sl-
lentlon mode againsgl  lidm by Mrs.
Best,

HSergoeant Liynch emerged with hon-
CONSTABLE HAYES our untirnlshed from the “frame-up,"

NMomut Khopg lved 1o glyvo evidencs
against Mra Lost, evidencs which &
Jury belleved,

There still remnined  “the white
sluvery” mtuil. Khon mdmitted glving
Elsle Hicka n ring, but he didn't know
whether It wos o wedding ring.  Did
he nek Elsle lo marry him? Mo, she
nsked him to morry her,

JUDGE'S BCATHING COMMENT

The polics were early astir on Wed-
nesdoy merning, following the explo-
slon,  Elsie and Evelyn Hloks wars
tnken to the Deteotive Office to dis-
clodes what they knew, If they knew
enything, of the explosion, And it
wias left ta the police to spring . sur-
prise on tha femole P, in the dock.

Elsie Micks eanfessed that she mnd
Mra. Best robbed Khan, and that Mrs,
Beat instigated her to steall When
this ndmilssion wos made In Court bang
went the defenoe,

Helfore Philomena went to gaol mha
heard the Judge denounce her ns &
wileked womnn, Bha alss heard tha
Judge give n certificate of fmirmind-
edness  and  honoor to Bergeant
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Judge give a certificate of [wirmind-
edness  and honoor  to Bergeant
Lynch, He, It happened, was plotured
by Mrs. Best as n cowardly man who
sought to waoap, bully, and terrifv *“a
good woman," Follce view her as
Bydney’'s most dAnngerous Woman,
They algo know that 1t will not he
from her llps that Information wil
come which will enable them to fasten
the gullt of the murdercous gelignlle
outrage on those responsible |
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